During the Revolutionary War the prevailing techniques involved standing in rows, and firing at the same time, at similar standing enemy troops. The idea was to blanket the area with musket balls hoping that one might actually hit the target since muskets were so inaccurate. When Americans shot at the redcoats from behind trees this was considered to be unfair, a violation of the European etiquette of war.
Explain how the flintlock musket worked and all that was involved in loading and firing a cannon.
It was not unusual for generals from opposing sides to dine together after a battle.
After American forces captured 6000 enemy soldiers at Saratoga, they put them on a ship back to England and made them promise not to come back.
George Washington was a man of incredible ability and courage. He was said to have been the finest horseman of his time. He had tremendous personal presence and received overwhelming respect for those who served under him. It is very unlikely anyone else could have accomplished what he did in America's war for independence. After the war he accomplished even more. Washington's contribution to the creation of the United States was enormous.
Distribute Blackline Master 4, Crossword Puzzle, and Blackline Master 8, Video Quiz. Present the program. The running time of the program is 14 minutes followed by a short (1 minute) optional video quiz.
FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION
It is recommended that you involve students in a brief discussion after viewing the program and before beginning the Follow-Up Activities.
Discuss the importance of the Declaration of Independence.
Other topics worth discussing: Keeping an army of thousands of men properly fed, clothed, sheltered, and shod was an enormous job no matter whether they were marching across the countryside or encamping for the winter. Generals, like Washington, had the authority to appropriate foodstuffs from nearby farmers (however, they always left them with enough food on which to survive).
There were no bridges across the big rivers so troops, horses, and supplies had to cross them in small boats.
Medical treatments were pretty basic. There were no anesthetics and no antibiotics. Amputation was quite common.
EXTENDED LEARNING ACTIVITIES
A. In order to express and communicate ideas and i m p rove re s e a rch skills use the Internet and other resources to prepare papers or oral reports on the following subjects: 
DESCRIPTION OF BLACKLINE MASTERS
Blackline Master 1 is a Pre-Test that, when compared to the Quiz results, will help you gauge student progress.
Blackline Masters 2 and 3, Vocabulary List and Activity, introduces students to unfamiliar words used in the program, or terms pertaining to the subject of the program they may encounter in outside reading. The purpose of the Declaration of Independence was to formally let Britain know that her American colonies intended to dissolve the political bonds and so become independent of British rule.
Blackline Master 4 is a
Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of independence, it was then toned down and modified by other members of a special committee appointed by Congress that had been assigned the task of writing the document.
The Declaration of Independence says that all men are created equal and are endowed with certain unalienable rights among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. A large part of the document is a list of specific grievances such unfair taxation, lack of parliamentary representation etc. It also explains the importance of having a government that exists by the consent of the governed, i.e., a democratic government.
Introduction
America's War for Independence was tre m e n d o u s l y important because it made it possible for a new form of government called democracy to come into the world at a time when almost everyone was still being ruled by kings and queens.
The War for Independence was a long, hard fought, struggle between the professional army of Britain, the most powerful country on Earth, and a raggedy collection of American colonists. It lasted for eight long years and by the time the war was over, twenty-seven thousand American and ten thousand British soldiers had lost their lives.
OCT. 1774 -MARCH 1775 INTRODUCTION
As the leaves were just changing color in October of 1774, the colonies were experiencing a lot of trouble because of unfair taxation, lack of re p resentation in the British Parliament, and the restriction of colonial freedoms; even so, less than one-third of the colonists really wanted independence from Britain.
Nevertheless, the First Continental Congress was meeting that October and was warning people to be prepared to fight if American liberties were not restored.
Early in the next year, in 1775, the situation grew worse when the king declared the colony of Massachusetts to be in open rebellion and commanded that Boston's main patriot leaders Samuel Adams and John Hancock be arrested for treason. A short time later, soldiers were ordered to seize American weapons and gunpowder being stored in the town of Concord, Massachusetts.
APRIL 19, 1775 LEXINGTON AND CONCORD: Outbreak of the Revolutionary War
The night before the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, the steeple of this Boston church glowed with the light of two lanterns. The lights were a signal to the patriots that British troops, known as "redcoats," were coming to search for weapons in Concord by secretly crossing the river to Charles Town. Once they knew which way the redcoats were coming, three riders, including a silversmith named Paul Revere, raced off to warn people along the way.
The next morning here in Lexington, Massachusetts seventy armed citizens, known as Minutemen, confronted the redcoats as they marched toward Concord. No one knows who fired the first shot, but when it was over eight minutemen lay dead.
The British troops continued on toward Concord but when they got here to the old North Bridge, more fighting erupted and they retreated back toward Boston. But all the way back, they were fired upon by rebels from behind trees and stone fences. By the time the battle of Lexington and Concord was over, 250 British soldiers and ninety Americans had been killed or wounded.
M AY 1775 THE SECOND CONTINENTA L C O N G R E S S B E G I N S
A few weeks after the outbreak of war, representatives from the thirteen colonies formed the Second Continental Congress that would serve as an emergency government throughout the war. While The Second Congress was just getting underway here at the statehouse in Philadelphia, the war spread as American fighters in the colony of New York captured Fort Ticonderoga; at the same time, armed militias took up positions in the hills around Boston.
By the middle of June, Congress had authorized the formation of a "Continental" army and they selected George Washington to be its commander and chief.
JUNE 17, 1775 THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL
The Battle of Bunker Hill was the second, and the bloodiest, battle of the Revolutionary War. It started after American militiamen constructed a crude dirt fort at night atop a hill in Charles Town overlooking Boston's harbor. In the morning, the British began shelling the fort from ships in the harbor and from land batteries in Boston. Soon Charles Town was burning. Then wave after wave of redcoats attacked, but the poorly equipped Americans didn't start firing until they could see "the whites of the enemy's eyes."
The battle continued until the militiamen ran out of gunpowder. In the end the redcoats suffered twice as many casualties as the Americans but the British still managed to win the bloody battle of Bunker Hill.
JULY 17, 1775 WASHINGTON TAKES COMMAND IN BOSTON
A month after the American defeat at Bunker Hill, General Washington took command of the militias around Boston. His plan was to drive the redcoats from the city if Britain refused to accept America's offer of peace. When he learned the King had declared war on all the colonies, Washington went into action. He gave orders to have many cannons brought in from far-off Fort Ticonderoga. But the only way this could be done was to wait for snow in order to drag the heavy guns on sleds to Boston. As this was being done, American troops invaded British Canada but were defeated when they tried to capture the city of Quebec.
By March of 1776, the cannons were in Boston and were pointed directly at the enemy. Realizing their position was hopeless, the British dumped their own cannons into the harbor and sailed off to the safety of Canada. After that, American forces took control of the city
SUMMER, 1776 THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEN-DENCE
With the arrival of summer in 1776, Thomas Jefferson and other members of a special congressional committee were busy at work writing the Declaration of Independence, America's most famous historical document. They wrote that all men are born with certain god-given rights and are created equal. They describe all the ways that Britain had taken away the rights of the colonists and they declare that America must be independent to form a new, democratic, nation.
The United States of America was born here, within the walls of the State House of the Colony of Pennsylvania, on the fourth of July 1776, when the Declaration of Independence was presented to Congress. This room was unusually quiet that day as men stepped forward to sign their names to the document; for all of them realized the great importance, and danger, of what they were doing.
SLAVERY AND THE NEW NATION
Among the signers of the Declaration of Independence, slavery was a very controversial and confusing issue; for while some hated slavery, others were slave owners, still others were slave owners who also hated slavery. Thomas Jefferson, for example, had called slavery "a cruel war against human nature." Yet both he and Georg e Washington, who also held anti-slavery views, possessed large Virginia plantations and owned hundreds of slaves. The Continental Congress believed that the problem of slavery had to be solved at a later time because right then the war had to be won and a strong union of states created. 
